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Sky charts for April 2004. The Scotsman newspaper. 

Sky chart from Astronomy Now magazine, March 2004. 
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Two photographs showing the Moon and Venus. The left hand shot was taken 
at 5pm in December. In the foreground is the big wheel in Edinburgh Princes 
Street. The right hand shot was taken at 7pm from London. 
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Shooting stars (Lyrid meteors) emerging from the constellation Lyra in late April. 
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Comet Hale Bopp in the twilight 
of a summer’s evening. 

A pink aurora over the hills near 
Peebles, Scotland. 
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Solar eclipse watchers require the right 
eye protection – always use CE 
approved equipment. 

A total solar eclipse 
as seen from France 
1999. 

The Moon passing into the 
Earth’s shadow, 1999. 
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One of Galileo’s early 
Moon sketches 
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The Orion nebula through  
high powered binoculars 
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Details on the Moon’s surface are more visible near the terminator – the light-dark interface. 
The crater Tycho shows an interesting central peak. The large crater Clavius has been the 
subject of more recent impacts producing several other smaller craters, notably Rutherford and 
Porter. 

Tycho 

Clavius 

Rutherford 

Porter 

Maginus 
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CASSIOPEIA Polaris 

 

 

PERSEUS Double cluster 
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O-Lyra 

Vega 
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The constellation Orion 
photographed, looking south, 
using an SLR. The exposure 
was about eight minutes. 
Note the different star 
colours evident in the photo 
but not always obvious to the 
naked eye. 



www.darkskydiscovery.org.uk 30 

+	�$
���25 �G����
��H�

!����	������
�����
���������*���������	
#�	�������� ���*��
�
���������������	�
������	������
���	
��������
��	
���*���
���*
	����� ��
������
��	���������
����&�����	�
�
����#�����

�����������	�	
�
�	��������
�
�#������� ��
����	
�A������
B�����������	������	�

�
��������
���	�������
��������	��#�������J
�����- ��	
�
	�������#�
	
���*
�����������
�
��	
�	������
����������
���
��*��
����
��
�����
��� ������	���������������	

��	���
�����

�����������������#
��������
�����
����
�
+���
������
������#���������
��	�����
#����������
D����	
�����
	�������������
�	�������
������
	���

������������20�
�
�������&�����#�������
�
�����������
���
	���
����������
���J
���������
�
�����	
��#�������
D����	
���������
�
*�	
���������
������
�

�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

The Moon and Venus set against 
a winter scene in Edinburgh. 
About 3 seconds exposure. 

The Moon and Venus framed 
above a street scene. 
About 5 seconds exposure. 
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